
 FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:  October 14, 2002
CONTACT:  Maria Velasquez, Press Secretary  (619) 235-5725

SAN DIEGO CITY COUNCIL TO VOTE ON
"SPECTATOR ORDINANCE" 

         PROPOSED NEW CITY ORDINANCE ALLOWS  FOR ARREST &
PROSECUTION OF SPECTATORS AT ILLEGAL STREET RACES

WHO: San Diego City Attorney Casey Gwinn,  San Diego Assistant Chief of Police

Bill Maheu and San Diego City Councilman Jim  Madaffer

WHAT: The death toll is now eight!  The cause--illegal street racing!  Tomorrow, the San
Diego City Council considers  adoption of the proposed "Spectator Ordinance." The latest fatal
incident in the city of San Diego occurred on October 6,  near Lemon Grove. Two teenagers lost
their lives. It happened less than two weeks after the Public Safety & Neighborhood Services
Committee  (September 25) unanimously approved and forwarded the proposed "Spectator
Ordinance" to the City Council for adoption.  If it passes, the new crime fighting tool will make it
unlawful for spectators to attend illegal speed contests or for a person to be present as a spectator
where preparations are being made for such illegal activities.  City Councilman Jim Madaffer is
also working with the City Attorney and others on developing more legal racing venues in the
City. The City Attorney, the Assistant Chief of Police and Councilman Madaffer will be available
for interviews after the Council considers the ordinance.

WHEN: Tuesday, October 15, 10 a.m. 

WHERE: San Diego City Council Chambers, 12th Floor

202  C Street, downtown San Diego ###
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